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MBS FileMaker Plugin

• Let's update you 

• What changed in 2022? 

• Older videos here: 
 
mbsplugins.com/filemaker



Monkeybread Software

• MBS FileMaker Plugin 
• Since 2006 
• 16 years 

• 6800 functions 
• 200 new in 2022 

• Over 600 example databases.



MBS FileMaker Plugin

• One Plugin file 
• Only used parts loaded & active 

• Easy to install & update 
• Install Plugin-File [ MBS::PluginMac ]  

• Supporting various versions 
• FileMaker 7 to the upcoming 19.6 
• FileMaker 19.5 support since 12.2 
• Claris Pro & Server supported since 12.5



MBS FileMaker Plugin

• Claris Pro & FileMaker Pro  
• Claris Server & FileMaker Server 
• Perform Script on Server, Scheduled Scripts & WebDirect 
• MacOS, Windows & Linux 
• Data API since 19.3 

• FileMaker iOS SDK 
• Claris Go & FileMaker Go only via Perform Script on Server



MBS FileMaker Plugin

• One central MBS function & one MBS script step 
• First Parameter = Function Name 
• Can be calculated or from field 

• Check for errors using MBS("IsError") 
• Check for error messages in results with [MBS] prefix 

• Reference parameters for objects 
• e.g. JSON.Parse, JSON.Format & JSON.Release



DynaPDF

• Complex text rendering for Windows 
• Alternative font lists and automatic font substitution 
• PDF/A 2u and 3u 
• PDF/X 5 and 6 
• ZUGFeRD 2.2 / Factur-X 1.0.06 
• DynaPDF.SetRenderingIntent 



SQL

• Connect to other databases:  
CubeSQL, Centura SQLBase, DB2, Firebird, Informix, 
InterBase, MariaDB, Microsoft Access, Microsoft SQL Server, 
MySQL, ODBC, Oracle Database Server, PostgreSQL, SQL 
Anywhere, SQLite, SQLCipher and Sybase. 
• TLS/SSL improvements for MySQL/MariaDB 
• Decimal number handling



Vision.RecognizeText

• Like GetLiveText() in FileMaker 

• Updated to handle  
PDF documents 

• macOS & iOS



WordFile

• Read, modify and write Microsoft Word documents 
• Contains & Substitute 
• List tags 
• Save to container



Tesseract 5

• Replacing ancient Tesseract 3.0.2 in our plugin. 
• Using tesseract 4.x or 5.x 
• OCR.Load to load library 
• Works on server with  

multiple scripts in parallel.



Barcodes

• Generate 80+ types of 
barcodes 
• Recognize barcodes 
• Barcode.Scan with zbar 

library 
• EAN-13/UPC-A, UPC-E, EAN-8, 

Code 128, Code 39, 
Interleaved 2 of 5 and QR 
Code.



CURL

• Up- and Download with HTTP, 
HTTPS, FTPS or SFTP 
• Send or receive emails 
• CURL.Options 
• SSH with SHA256 host keys



WebHooks

• Receive and answer web requests. 
• WebRequest.GetState 
• WebRequest.GetSize & 

WebRequest.GetBodySize 
• WebHook. 

SetMaximumRequestSize



Custom functions in JavaScript

• Define custom functions using JavaScript either 
• Cross platform JavaScript engine Duktape or 
• WebKit JavaScript engine for macOS & iOS 

• Enhanced performance with 
• Regular Expressions 
• JSON processing 
• Array functions 

• FM.CF, JS.CF & JavaScript.CF



Dialogs

• Custom dialogs via plugin 
• Now with text alignment



Windows Photo Import

• Import photos from your DSLR



Debugging

• Trace log with parameter names 
• Pause/resume for trace 
• IsError 
• ClearError, HadErrors & ErrorLog 
• Plugin.GetFunctionParameters 
• Plugin.GetFunctionPlatforms



MongoDB

• Connect to MongoDB databases natively 
• Select your database and collection (table) 
• Add, update or delete one or many  

documents (records as JSON) 
• Find documents 
• Run commands like ping 
• For all targets & platforms 
• Transactions supported



FileMaker iOS SDK

• Added iOS Simulator for Apple Silicon 
• DynaPDF framework for iOS updated 
• Sharing Panel 
• Photo Picker 
• Document Picker



Change dialogs on iOS



Progress Dialog for iOS



More

• Audit.SetDateAndTimeAsNumbers 
• TOTP.Calculate 
• FM.VariableLookup  
• More Matrix functions like  
• Matrix.Rotate 
• Matrix.ConvertDataType



FileMaker Enhancements

• Extend the FileMaker Pro development tools 
• New in calculations: 
•⌘ ]  shift text to right. 
•⌘ [  shift text to left. 

• SyntaxColoring.ColorizeScript



Code Folding



Comment Links

• Recognize http, https, mailto, fmp and claris URLs 
•



Sorting 

• Sort Layouts and Scripts by name



Documentation Links for Get() 



Buttons in calculations



Variable Name Auto Completion



MBS Auto Complete



MBS Auto Complete



Value List IDs



Search relationship graph



Resources

• Website 
monkeybreadsoftware.com/filemaker/ 
• Documentation 

mbsplugins.eu 
• Blog 

mbs-plugins.com 
• Videos 

mbsplugins.com/filemaker 
• Signup for newsletter or trial licenses on web site

http://www.monkeybreadsoftware.de/filemaker/
http://www.mbs-plugins.com

